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WEDDING SERVICE GUIDELINES:
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This pack contains information on:

A] WEDDING CLASSES: Preparation of heart and mind for your special day. 

B] REGISTRAR: How to comply with the Law of Scotland in your wedding.

C] ORDER OF THE DAY: What happens on The Big Day? – Step by step.

D] THE WEDDING VOWS: What am I getting into? – Our secure meaningful vows.

E] FEES and PERSONNEL: What does a Church wedding cost?– A guide to costs.

F] THE RECEPTION: Who does the speeches? Why? And how? – Some guidelines.
Website: www.bdmc-parish.org.uk
Email: thechurchoffice@tiscali.co.uk
Telephone 01224 735983
By Church Law, there is no Ministry fee. If a non-parish wedding is in hotel or chapel, the Church donates the ministers time, without any fee for its benefit.  In such cases, a voluntary donation may be sent to A. Massie, Kirkton Cottage, Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5FS, but it is strictly optional. Nobody (least of all the minister) will ask you if you’ve given or not.
A: WEDDING CLASSES: 
Wedding classes will be held at the discretion of the minister taking the ceremony.  There will be a wedding rehearsal which will involve the ushers, bridesmaids, best man, family etc. 
B: THE REGISTRAR. 
Under our Law, a wedding solemnised in a Church (or by a Minister in another location) is only legal if a Marriage Schedule is signed sometime during the ceremony. This part is traditionally called ‘The Signing of the Register’.  Here, the Minister acts as a kind of registar, as well as the Minister. To get a Marriage Schedule, contact your local Registrar’s Office for advice. This will either be in Aberdeen, Banchory* or Stonehaven - the registry relevant to the location of the wedding. If you live away, a Scottish registrar will advise, but the Marriage Schedule should be applied for as above at least 6-8 weeks before the wedding, and brought to the Wedding Rehearsal (usually the middle of the wedding week) for me to keep safe: N.B. – NO SCHEDULE, NO WEDDING! It should be pointed out that Scottish and English Law is not the same and although these present guidelines are meant to be helpful, they are not a substitute for local, professional advice.
Aberdeen Registry: St Nicholas House, Upperkirkgate, Aberdeen. (AB10 1BA) 
Tel: 01224-522000 

[This number is the City Council switchboard. Ask for the ‘Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages’]

Banchory Registry: The Square, Banchory, Aberdeenshire. (AB31 5RW) 
 
Tel: 01330-822878

Stonehaven Registry: Viewmount, Arduthie Road, Stonehaven (AB39 2DQ) 
Tel: 01569 768360

*Banchory, 20 miles west of Aberdeen, is not to be confused with Banchory Devenick Church, which is only 2 miles from the Bridge of Dee along South Deeside Road. Maryculter Church is 4 miles further on the same road: turn left opposite Old Mill Inn; go first left; go on past entrance to Storybook Glen; sharp left at top of hill, before cul-de-sac; left again after 100 yards. On N. Deeside Road cross the Dee, left at Milltimber; right after bridge then left at Old Mill Inn etc, as above.  The Manse is the first bungalow on a private road.
C: ORDER OF THE DAY.
1] Ushers (There are normally two. It is good if they can attend the Wedding Rehearsal. If not, they should be well briefed by someone who has.)arrive 35 minutes beforehand (at least), and see all is in order: the Bride’s family and friends sit left (from the aisle, facing the backs of the Bride and Groom); the Bridegroom’s family and friends sit right. Ushers hand out hymn-sheets and guide guests.

2] The Groom, Best Man (+ groomsmen) arrive at least 15-20 mins before the wedding. 

3] Bride arrives. Minister places Groom and Best Man in the church and meets the Bride.

4] A Processional or Bridal march is played.  The Minister walks ahead of the Bride’s Father (or substitute) and Bride, with Bridesmaid(s) behind them. At the foot of the aisle, the Brides’ Father takes his seat. There is no ‘Who giveth this woman..?’ in Scots ceremony or a challenge. A bridal veil may be removed now or, traditionally, after vows.

5] After a welcome a First Congregational Hymn is sung. This is discussed in Meetings.
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6] Preamble: an explanation of marriage is given (as covered in Meetings 2 and 3).

7] After prayer, VOWS are made and the RING(S) exchanged. Marriage is pronounced.

8] The Word of God: the Minister chooses a special verse of the Bible and speaks on it to the couple, before offering a Prayer, in which he prays for the couple and the families.

9] The Second Hymn is sung and wedding party and parents go out to Sign the Register.

10] When signing the register, the Marriage Schedule is signed by five signatories.

11] The wedding party forms: the parents are ‘swapped’ to symbolise the family unity.

12] Recessional is played. The couple go out, Minister leading only as far as the door.
[NB: Some couples opt for a third hymn. If they do so, it usually goes between 7] and 8] above.]


C: ORDER OF THE DAY continued

Special Note on Photography and Videography: Photographic and videographic activities should not interfere with an occasion they record: unobtrusiveness is important to professionals. So also, however, is your day. Accordingly it’s in every couple’s interest to have a professional who plans shots and camera angles for your needs, in consultation.
Consult any videographer you hire about applying for any licences on your behalf.  The licence should cost under £20, but the price seems to jump wildly if CD’s are dubbed onto video or a professional disco is filmed, as opposed to live bands. Getting a licence is the responsibility of the wedding party.  A Video Licence is technically required by all videographers recording a ceremony, but the church’s responsibility ends with this advice notice.
Where the videographer is a family member, it is permissible to video while seated.

D: THE WEDDING VOWS.

Method One: REPETITION 

Vows are said by the Minister and repeated by the couple:

A] The Bridegroom:

In the presence of God,

And before these witnesses,

I, A… 

Give myself to you B

To be your husband

And take you now

To be my wife.

I promise to love you

To be faithful

And loyal to you

For as long as we both shall live.

B] The Bride:

In the presence of God,

And before these witnesses,

I, B…

Give myself to you A

To be your wife

And take you now

To be my husband.

I promise to love you

To be faithful

And loyal to you

For as long as we both shall live.


D: THE WEDDING VOWS. continued
Method Two: QUESTION

Vows may be put to each in the form of a question, to which the correct answer is: ‘I do’:

To the Bridegroom:

Do you, A, give yourself to B, to be her husband, and take her now to be your wife? Do you promise to love her, to be faithful and loyal to her for as long as you both shall live?

Bridegroom: ‘I do’
To the Bride: 

Do you, B, give yourself to A, to be his wife, and take him now to be your husband? Do you promise to love him, to be faithful and loyal to him, for as long as you both shall live?

Bride: ‘I do’

These two methods (by repetition of lines, or by question and ‘I do’) are exactly equal in dignity, meaning and sincerity.  Which one is entirely up to a couple, to discuss privately.
E: FEES and PERSONNEL:
Church: The Minister charges no fee. An Organist charges £60: please discuss your organist requirements with the minister.  If a wedding is in Banchory Devenick Church, or Maryculter Church, there are two other fees: ₤300 for the Church and £60 for the Church Officer. (Charges are reduced for members). Anne Massie is our Treasurer: please pay the full £420 to her at Kirkton Cottage, Maryculter AB12 5FS 01224 732071.  She will pay the organist and church officer. To view churches, please phone the church office on 01224 735983. The fees are set by our Congregational Board and not the Minister, so regretfully they are non-negotiable. Cheques should be made payable to Banchory Devenick and Maryculter-Cookney Parish Church

Hotel Weddings: the only charge is a fee for organist or musician. Strictly-speaking, it is the couple’s responsibility to get an organist with a keyboard, but the minister or church office can help with names.

F: The RECEPTION: 

This is a matter of personal taste, but here are Scottish Guidelines.

At the reception, there is usually a line-up of the wedding party, including parents, to welcome guests just before the meal. This can be an hour or two after the end of the ceremony, after photographs are taken. In many Scottish locations there then is a Grand Entrance of the Bride and Groom after everyone else is placed, with guests’ rhythmic handclapping increasing in speed towards final applause. A piper often plays them in too.

Cutting of the cake can be before the meal, during or after. The speeches, traditionally given after the meal but before the wedding dance, today sometimes accompanies a cake-cutting before the meal, especially if speakers are nervous about waiting until the meal is over. If invited to the meal, the minister will say Grace before the meal. With regret, it is the general policy of my wife and myself that, due to personal commitments, she can’t attend

The first speech is by the Bride’s father (or substitute). He proposes the Toast to the Bride and Groom. He welcomes his new son-in-law into the family and thanks guests for responding to the invitation. As with all the speeches, the aim is not knockabout laughter and especially not gross crudity or insensitivity, but real sincerity, ending with: ‘Please be upstanding (or Raise your glasses with me) to toast the Bride and Groom: x and y.’

[Applause]

Bridegroom gives the Reply to the Toast to the Bride and Groom and offers the Toast to the Bridesmaids. The traditional way of beginning is to say, ‘On behalf of my wife and myself…’ This brings a big cheer! In his speech he thanks his new father-in-law for his welcome, thanks everyone for their presents, and some who helped in the wedding, not forgetting his lovely bride. He may mention Minister and hotel. He gives a Toast to the Bridesmaids complimenting them on their beauty and attentiveness to the Bride, ending: ‘Please be upstanding (or Raise your glasses with me) to toast the Bridemaids: x…y.’

[Applause]

The Best Man is the last to speak. He need give no toast but he Replies on Behalf of the Bridesmaids, agreeing with the Groom and adding his own compliments. On no account must he use rough humour towards them. In the case of the Bridegroom however, he may tell things unknown to those present about his childhood and adolescence, or their past friendship. Again a fine line is drawn here: good humour attracts, but coarseness repels even if folk appreciate a satirical touch.  Bridegrooms, do choose your Best Man well!

[Applause]
F] The RECEPTION: continued

There are bouquets to the Mums, and sometimes (Great) Grans and special guests. The couple give the bouquets either together as one, or with one each to their new Mums!

[Applause]

The last duty of the Best Man, perhaps aided (or substituted for) by a groomsman or some other adult, is Reading the Greetings Cards (formerly, Reading of the Telegrams). This gives those not present a voice to offer congratulations. Sometimes, if there are many cards, the ones from the people actually present are missed out, to save time.

[Applause]

Note: Some weddings have an extra speaker, some member of the family gifted with humour and wit, to thank everyone present, including the hotel and Minister (something which you’ll see above is usually done by the Bridegroom). In practice, it has been done where either there is a gifted speaker in the family, or one the family do not wish to leave out. However, it is extra and it is better for someone to speak for thirty seconds with sincerity than to talk for twenty-five minutes because they like the sound of their own voice.  All the best wedding speeches are from the heart not just from the head! 

Finally, your wedding is important. If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to call the minister. But do remember: the foregoing are only guidelines. 

[image: image3.wmf]NB: All the  above guidelines are offered to be helpful, and are not intended to guarantee specific services. Nor are they a comprehensive guide to all aspects. Those are the responsibility of wedding organisers and hired professionals.

